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will present you with the Units of Study to give you an overview of the skills, facts, and concepts that your child 

 

 

I am also sharing the Strategic Goals that we based on programs and decisions.  We will have two sessions during 
the school year by which we will share data on our progress. 

GENERAL OVERVIEW OF OUR STRATEGIC PLAN

Last, but not least, join our efforts as parent contributors via the PTO.  We believe that every AAC Parent is a PTO 

Help Make a Difference!

•
school.

•

School.

•
 change.

Thank you and may 2017-18 be the best school year yet!

Sincerely, 

Foster growth and success for every 
student by supporting their inquiry 
and interests through Project-based 
Learning (PBL) experiences from 
early learning through high school

GOAL 
Project-based Learning is the way of 
learning in the 21st Century at AAC.
Outcomes: More students will 
demonstrate growth and achieve 
student learning outcomes through 

and STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math and the Arts).

GOAL 
Quality infrastructure for all.
 
 

and working environments that 
facilitate quality program delivery 

managing and investing in 
institutional infrastructure; and all 

to enhance their professional 
capacity in Project-Based Learning 
and leadership within a culture of 
collaboration.

GOAL 
Parents as partners.
 
 
Outcomes: Parents are continuously 
informed through several means of 
communication of their child's 
progress and are provided 
opportunities to be involved in their 
child's education.
.

Enhance academic programs 
through communication, 
engagement and partnerships

Provide welcoming, high quality 
learning and working environments.

PRIORITY 1 PRIORITY 2 PRIORITY 3

evaluate performance.
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AAC HALLMARK INSTITUTIONAL PROGRAMS

Project-based learning (PBL) is the experience of applying learning, Concept-Driven Units of Study is the 
framework  that organizes what the students will learn, Tribes  are the skills used to live and learn the  

all experiences added together. 

Project-based learning (PBL) through Concept-Driven Units of Study involves students in a model that 
encourages them to engage in learning activities that are interdisciplinary and integrated with real-world 
issues and practices. 

With PBL, learning is more authentic because students are given projects that are much more similar to those 
they will experience in a “real” work environment and in real-world situations they encounter outside the 
classroom or home. Even at a young age children are able to practice and apply skills of scholars, researchers, 
and other professionals. For example, when a child is participating in a project, he may be asked to develop a 
project plan, create a draft for the plan, get feedback on his ideas, possibly conduct research in an area(s), and 

collaborators, critical thinkers, communicators, creative individuals, and community members.
 

Curricular focus.  Concept-driven curriculum is a three-dimensional models focus on concepts, facts and skills 
to gain deeper conceptual understanding of disciplinary content. In a concept-driven instruction model, 
teachers use the facts as a tool to help students reach deeper understanding of the transferable concepts and 
generalizations. Facts and skills provide the foundation and support for deeper, conceptual understanding. 

This model requires students to process facts and skills at a deeper intellectual level as they relate the facts to 
key concepts and principles; engages the intellect on two levels—factual/skill and conceptual. Creates 
“synergistic thinking.”

We are a Tribes School!
 

has the knowledge, skills and resiliency to be successful in a rapidly changing world.

Students learn a set of collaborative skills so they can work well together in long-term groups (tribes). 
The  focus is on how to:

* help each other work on tasks
*  set goals and solve problems
*  monitor and assess progress
*  celebrate achievements

Students are successful because they:
*  feel included and appreciated by peers and teachers

*  are actively involved in their own learning
*  have positive expectations from others that they will succeed.

The Four Agreements that the entire Institutions honors are:
*  Attentive listening
*  Appreciation/no put downs
*  Mutual respect, and
*  The right to pass
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Teachers & Teaching Assistants
Teaching Assistants
Toddlers : Essaadaoui Sara
Nursery  :  Mendilli Aicha
Nursery  : Ait Ali Asmaa
Prek : Ansayr Oumaima
Prek  : Hidar Zineb
Kinder  : Imni Khadija
Kinder  : Aznag  Souad.

Toddlers
Teacher: Khadija
Teaching Assistant: Sara
Nursery
Co-Teachers: Tess Quinola, Brooke Tobin,Necha Ait Ali

Pre-Kinder

Teaching Assistants: Zineb, Oumina
Kinder

Specialists
Movement:Asma El Aaasemy 
Heritage Languages: Saidi MinaDear Families:

Hello and welcome to the 2017-2018 school year.  I am honored to be serving as American Academy's Elementary 
principal. I leave my wonderful family in Portland Oregon to join this family.  I hope my two daughter and husband will 
join me soon. I want you to know what a blessing it is to be with your children every day.  Their kindness and excitement 

  I believe every student has a right to learn and grow to the same rigorous and global standards.  I also believe that it 

and learn.  This year I look forward to our Project Based Units that each student will engage in to learn not just standards 
but 21st Century skills such as Collaboration, Critical Thinking, Communication, Community and Creativity. 

We have some wonderful new learning tools.  I will tell you about them.  Feel free to Google them to learn more.

Literacy with STAR and Reading A-Z:  Our STAR assessment system will help identify what a student has under control 
and what they need to learn to reach grade level or above as determined by the Common Core Assessment. This tool 
also provides on-line instruction and books that is matched to each students' level of reading.  Reading A-Z will provide 

-
sion.

Tribes:  If you have been to school you have probably heard of the Four Agreements:  Right to Pass, Mutual Respect, 
Attentive Listening and Appreciations, No Put Downs.  PreK - grade 12 is learning how learn together as a community by 
keeping these four agreements.  We are also teaching important skills such as “I” statements. 
I feel _____ when you _____________.  
I would like/I need ______________.  
This frame helps students problem solve together.  Now you can understand how important recess is!  There are so 
many real opportunities to problem solve!

I am working to increase parent communication.  Being new to this position, this country and the languages has 
presented some communication challenges and we hope we are addressing them.  On Thursdays I will send a brief 
newsletter home that summarizes what we are learning and highlights important events. Each grade level will also send 
home a brief newsletter.  We will be inviting you back the week of October 23rd to see an Exhibition of Learning and our 

learning community here at school and at home. I encourage you to make an appointment to talk to me if you have any 
concerns and I look forward to getting to know you all better.

Also, the purpose of tonight is to allow you to get to see what and how your student will learn.  It should also give you a 
chance to meet your student's (s') teacher (s).  Please schedule with your student's teacher to talk about individual 
student concerns as we want to protect your student's privacy and everyone's chance to talk to the teacher about what 
we are learning and how we are doing it.

With Heart,                                                                                                                                                                                          Mrs. Odell
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Title of Unit: Waves Grade Level: 1st  

Date Range of Unit: 9/11 to 10/23 Date of Exhibition: week of October 23 

Why is this unit valuable for your student to participate in? 
Generalizations: 
Darkness means no light 
Vibration creates sound, and sound creates vibration 
Light and sound are energy waves 
Sound and light waves help us communicate 
Words can have multiple meanings 
Our interactions create waves in our world  
 
Essential Questions: 
What are waves? 
How do people communicate using light and sound? 
How are sounds made? 
 

What will your student uncover in this unit? 
Focus of the unit is Light and Sound Waves  
Concepts of the unit are light, sound, darkness, vibrations, and community. These concepts 
are taught through a lens of Interactions.   
The skills students will acquire are: 
Planning and conducting a variety of investigations in order to solve a problem involving light 
and sound waves. The students will use tools and materials to design and build different 
devices, in order to display their learning.   
 

What is your student's path to the project? 
Students will be investigating the effects of sound vibrations on water utilizing our Discovery 
Room. Then, we will extend our learning through investigating light waves in water with a 
flashlight. This process will involve the Scientific Method and allow students to record their 
observations in their Science Journals.  
As we dive deeper into the concept of communication, students will try to create a device that 
will allow them to communicate over a long distance. All of the first grade classes will be 
collaborating and presenting their ideas to one another, in order to work together.  
The students will create a light and sound show for your viewing, in order to exhibit all their 
learning and hard work throughout our Waves Unit!  
 

How will your student be assessed in this unit?  
The students will be assessed through their group projects and tribe discussions. Their 
participation and development in their use of the Unit’s vocabulary will be evidence of their 
learning.  

Standards that will be covered:  
 PS4-1 Plan and conduct investigations 

to provide evidence that vibrating 
materials can make sound and that 
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sound can make materials vibrate. 
 PS4-2 Make observations to construct 

an evidence-based account that 
objects can be seen only when 
illuminated 

 PS4-3 Plan and conduct an 
investigation to determine the effect of 
placing objects made with different 
materials in the path of a beam of light. 

 PS4-4 Use tools and materials to 
design and build a device that uses 
light or sound to solve the problem of 
communicating over a distance.* 

 PS4.A: Wave Properties  Sound can 
make matter vibrate, and vibrating 
matter can make sound. (1-PS4-1)  

 PS4.B: Electromagnetic Radiation  
Objects can be seen if light is available 
to illuminate them or if they give off 
their own light. (1-PS4-2)  Some 
materials allow light to pass through 
them, others allow only some light 
through and others block all the light 
and create a dark shadow on any 
surface beyond them, where the light 
cannot reach. Mirrors can be used to 
redirect a light beam. (Boundary: The 
idea that light travels from place to 
place is developed through 
experiences with light sources, 
mirrors, and shadows, but no  attempt 
is made to discuss the speed of light.) 
(1- PS4-3) 

  

 

 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 1 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 
a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue 
to the meaning of a word. 
c. Identify frequently occurring root words 
(e.g., look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., 
looks, looked, looking). 

 
People also use a variety of devices to 
communicate (send and receive information) 
over long distances. (1- PS4-4) 
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Title of Unit: Earth Systems  Grade Level: 2 

Date Range of Unit: 8.21.17 -10.23.17 Date of Exhibition:  
Week of October 23 

Why is this unit valuable for your student to participate in? 
The students will understand that the Earth’s landforms change over time.  
The students will understand some changes on the Earth occur rapidly from a single event.  
The students will understand some changes occur slowly over time. 
Humans seek to prevent or prepare for changes in the earth. 
People, weather, and materials can change the shape of the land.  

What will your student uncover in this unit? 
 
Students will learn about landforms, bodies of water, erosion and weather.  We will discuss 
these concepts through the lense of change.  
 
We will develop skills in the following:  
Observation of different kinds of weather 
Identification of landforms and bodies of water on a map 
Descriptions of how wind and water change the shape of land 
Comparing multiple solutions designed to slow or prevent erosion from wind and water 

What is your student's path to the project? 
 
Students will begin this unit studying the geography of different landforms and bodies of 
water. Students will create a diorama showing each of the landforms. Students will research 
how these landforms have changed over time and what causes these changes. These 
changes  will be shown on the diorama. As students seek to prevent changes, they will use 
strategies to keep the landforms in place. Students will showcase their dioramas at the 
exhibition, explaining their thinking and showing their work.  
 

How will your student be assessed in this unit?  
Students will create a landscape with all of the mentioned elements and write a newspaper 
article about their area including information on natural disasters, erosion, preparation and 
restoration.  
 
This project will be ongoing throughout the unit.  
 

What standards will you student be applying during this unit? 

2-ESS1-1 Earth's Place in the Universe Use information from several sources to provide evidence that Earth 
events can occur quickly or slowly. 

2-ESS2-1 Earth's Systems Compare multiple solutions designed to slow or prevent wind or water from changing 
the shape of the land. 
*2-ESS2-2 Earth's Systems Develop a model to represent the shapes and kinds of land and bodies of water in an 
area. 
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2-ESS2-3 Earth's Systems Obtain information to identify where water is found on Earth and that it can be solid or 
liquid. 

 
RI.2.1 Ask and answer questions as who, what , when, where, why. 
RI.2.9 Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. 
W.2.6 Use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing. 
W.2.8 Recall information from experiences, or gather information from provided sources. 
MP.2 Reason abstractly and quantitatively.  
MP.4 Model with Mathematics 
MP.5 Use appropriate tools strategically 
2.NBT.A Understand Place Value 
2.MD.B.5 Use addition and subtraction within 100  to solve problems including lengths that are given in the same 
units. 
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Title of Unit: Global Weather & Climate Grade Level: 3rd
 
Date Range of Unit: Sep-Oct                Date of Exhibition: week of October 23

Why is this unit valuable for your student to participate in?
List the generalizations of the unit and the essential questions (if needed).

Global leaders need to be familiar with the geography, and climate of the world, as well the 
the potential weather hazards.

What will your student uncover in this unit?

Describe the focus of the unit (include the concepts that will be uncovered and the skills the 
students will acquire).

What is your student's path to the project?
Give a general outline of what the unit will look like.

Students will begin with developing understandings of weather by making observations, 
collecting data, and organizing their data in graphs.  Next students will use their weather 
knowledge to deepen their understanding of the Earth’s systems create the weather and 
climate of a region.

Then Students will work with partners to research an Extreme Weather Event (hurricanes, 

Next, student tribes will explore climate and world regions through various kinds of maps 

Finally, students will prepare a travel brochure for a regional tour or an area of the world.  With 
the support of their team and utilizing their research, individual students bring together their 
knowledge of the world, climate, and extreme weather to describe what a traveler needs to 
bring to be prepared for the weather of their area.

How will your student be assessed in this unit? 

What standards will you student be applying during this unit?

List all standards that will be assessed during this unit.
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Title of Unit: Change in Landscape Grade Level: 4th Grade 

Date Range of Unit: September-October Date of Exhibition: week of October 23 

What will your student uncover in this unit? 
Your child will be participating in an erosion unit. This unit will cover the effects of erosion, 
weathering, and will look at the changes in landscapes over time. The unit will also cover 
fossilization and how scientists use fossils to describe a change in landscape. Finally, this unit 
will cover how erosion and weathering have a ected Morocco’s landscape over time. By the 
end of this unit, students will be able to observe changes over time, conduct experiments with 
variables, identify and recognize patterns, and measure accurately.  
 

Why is this unit valuable for your student to participate in? 
Throughout this unit, students will be discovering generalizations about the process of erosion 
and fossilization. Generalizations are statements or sentences that students will uncover as 
we move through this unit. An example of a generalization is “The m ovement of wind, water, 
and ice creates erosion.”  
 
As teachers, we will be asking your child questions to deepen their understanding about the 
concepts. These are known as essential questions. An example of an essential question is 
“How does wind, water, and ice create erosion?”  
 
 

What is your student's path to the project? 

Week 1 Vocabulary, 
wondering and 
discovering about 
new vocabulary 

Week 2 Experiment and 
explore weathering 
and erosion 

Week 3 Manipulate Earth’s 
features and 
change landscapes 
and fossilization 

Week 4 Water bottle 
experiments, 
observe erosion 
around AAC, 
Weathering+Erosio
n=Fossils 

Week 5 Cafe (October 11-
13) 
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Week 6 Improvements to 
project 

Week 7 Exhibition (October 
25) 

 

 
How will your student be assessed in this unit? 
Your child will be assessed multiple times throughout the unit. The first assessment will be 
given about the process of fossilization and how scientists use it to show a change in 
landscape over time. The next assessment will be based on observations about erosion in 
relation to wind and water. For this assessment, your child will be asked to complete a project 
and write about the process of erosion. The final assessment will be an oral presentation 
about the effects of weathering, erosion, and what can be done to slow the rate of erosion. 
 

What standards will you student be applying during this unit? 
Social Studies: 3.5c, 3.5d 

 3.5c: Apply concepts such as location, distance, direction, scale, movement, and 
region. 

 3.5d: Describe ways that the Earth’s physical and human -made features have 
changed over time. 

Science: 4-ESS1-1, 4-ESS2-1, 4-ESS2-2, 4-ESS3-2 
 4-ESS1-1: Identify evidence from patterns in rock formations and fossils in rock layers 

to support an explanation for changes in landscape over time. 
 4-ESS1-2: Make observations and/or measurements to provide evidence of the effects 

of weathering or rate of erosion by water, ice, wind, or vegetation. 
 4-ESS2-2: Analyze and interpret data from maps to describe patterns of Earth’s 

features. 
 4-ESS3-2: Generate and compare multiple solutions to reduce the impact of natural 

Earth processes on humans. 
Math: 4.NBT.3, 4.NBT.4 

 4.NBT.3: Use place value understanding to round multi-digit whole numbers to any 
place. 

 4.NBT.4: Fluently add and subtract multi-digit whole numbers using the standard 
algorithm. 

Literacy: RI4.3, RI4.5, RI4.9, L4.4, W4.2, SL4.4 
 RI4.3: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 

technical text including what happened and why, based on specific information in the 
text. 

 RI4.5: Describe the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text 
or part of a text. 

 RI4.9: Integrate information from two texts on the same text in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. 

 L4.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

 W4.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to explain a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 
 SL4.4: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas 
or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
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Title of Unit:  
Earth’s Systems  

Grade Level:  
5th Grade 

Date Range of Unit:  
September 11-October 20 

Date of Exhibition:  
Week of October 23 

Why is this unit valuable for your student to participate in? 
 
The interdependence of the Earth’s systems naturally work to sustain life.  
Human choices interfere with the availability and distribution of Earth’s systems.  
Communities play an important role in the preservation of Earth’s systems.  
Similarities and differences in Earth’s systems allow for interdependence.  
 

What will your student uncover in this unit? 
 
Students will uncover vocabulary related to Earth’s systems.  
Students will apply the skill of comparing and contrasting.  
Students will apply the skill of making connections between concepts. 
Students will create a model to represent the Earth’s systems.  
 

What is your student's path to the project? 
 
Week 1: Biosphere  
Week 2: Atmosphere, Hydrosphere, or Geosphere  
Week 3: Atmosphere, Hydrosphere, and Geosphere  
Week 4: Comparing and Contrasting Earth’s Systems  
Week 5: Create Models of Earth’s Systems  
Week 5: Reflection, Critique, Review, and Assessment 
Week 7: Exhibition  
 

How will your student be assessed in this unit?  
 
End of week formative assessments via Seesaw application. 
 
End of unit culminating unit assessment:  
The following is a prompt your student will be given to jumpstart their project. 
 
You are an artist who was commissioned to create a visual representation of the Earth’s 
systems for a new children’s science museum in Casablanca. Design your visual to convey 
the interdependence of the Earth’s systems. Develop a clear written description of the 
interactions between the systems for the intended audience.  

What standards will your student be applying during this unit? 
 
Next Generation Science Standards: 

 5-ESS2-1 Develop a model using an example to describe ways the geosphere, 
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biosphere, hydrosphere, and/or atmosphere interact. 
 5-ESS2-2 Describe and graph the amounts of salt water and fresh water in various 

reservoirs to provide evidence about the distribution of water on Earth. 
 5-ESS3-1 Obtain and combine information about ways individual communities use 

science ideas to protect the Earth’s resources and environment.  
 
 
Common Core Literacy Standards: 

 RI5.5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or 
more texts. 

 RI5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific 
information in the text. 

 
National Core Art Standards:  

 Connecting: Synthesize and relate knowledge to make art. 

 





Facebook: American Academy 
Casablanca

Youtube: American Academy 
Casablanca

Instagram: AACasablanca Snapchat: AACasablanca

 follow us on

BE PART OF

www.aac.ac.ma


